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"More than six years1 have passed since the passage of the steed of

my resolve from Isfahan to India took place.
The bold attraction of my longing has brought him weeping from

Isfahan to Agra and Lahore.
I your servant have an aged father seventy years old, who has count-

less claims upon me by reason of the education [he gave me].
Before he comes from Agra to the flourishing land of the Deccan

with reins looser than the restless torrent,

And eagerly traverses this far road with bent body and feeble form,
I hope for permission from thy threshold, O thou whose threshold is

the Ka'ba of the age's hopes !
His object in coming is to take me hence, therefore cause thy lips

to scatter pearls [of speech] by [uttering], the word of permission,
And, with a forehead more open than the morning sun, raise thy

hand in prayer to speed me on my way."

On his return to Isfahan, Sa'ib became poet-laureate to
Shah 'Abbas II, but had the misfortune to offend his suc-
cessor Sulayman. He died in Isfahan after an apparently
uneventful life in 1080/1669-70. The words "Sa'ib found
death " (c**b oUj ^JU?) give the date of his decease2.

Amongst the merits ascribed to Sa'ib by Shiblf is an
appreciation of Indian poets rare with the Persians. Shibli
quotes thirteen verses in which Sa'ib cites with
approval, by way of tadmin or " insertion," the
words of Fay4*> Malik, Talib-i-AmuH, Naw'i,
Awhadf, Shawqi, Fathi, Shapiir, Muti4, Awjf,
Adham, Hadhiq and Raqim. In the following verses he
deprecates the jealousy which too often characterizes rival
singers:

1  If, as Shibli says, these verses were composed in or about IO4I/
1631-2, Sa'ib must have come to India about 1035/1625-6.

2  These words, however, yield the number 1081, not 1680.